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	How many are homeless in Cuyahoga County, Ohio?


One mission of MHS is to end homelessness in our community among those with a severe mental disorder. To assess our fulfillment of this mission, we need to know the number of homeless persons in Cuyahoga County, and how many of those have a severe mental disorder.
	1. Point-in-Time Count of Homeless Persons


An annual, point-in-time count of homeless individuals in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, has been conducted by the Cleveland and Cuyahoga County Office of Homeless Services (OHS), since 2003.  Each year's count is based on a survey of all organizations in the county that provide homeless assistance services, including outreach, shelter, and meal services. Results of the point-in-time count for Cuyahoga County, Ohio, conducted 22 January 2006 are presented in the table below.  Results of surveys for prior years are available at http://www.mhs-inc.org/HowManyHomeless.asp
	On 22 January 2006, the total actual count of homeless individuals was 2,269.  Of these, 840 (37%) were chronically homeless, and 488 (22%) had a serious mental illness.


	2006
	Homeless Population and Subpopulations of Cuyahoga County, Ohio, USA, from a point-in-time survey of 22 January 2006.

	Part 1:  Homeless Population
	Emergency Shelter
	Transitional Shelter
	Not Sheltered
	Total

	1.
Homeless Individuals
	974
	556
	189
	1,719

	2.
Homeless Families with Children
	92
	108
	6
	206

	2a.
Persons in Homeless Families with Children
	281
	248
	21
	550

	Total (lines 1 + 2a only)
	1,255
	814
	210
	2,269

	Part 2: Homeless Subpopulations
	Sheltered
	Not Sheltered
	Total

	1.
	Chronically Homeless
	719
	121
	840

	2.
	Severely Mentally Ill
	413
	75
	488

	3.
	Chronic Substance Abuse
	1,182
	98
	1,280

	4.
	Veterans
	412
	42
	454

	5.
	Persons with HIV/AIDS
	25
	13
	38

	6.
	Victims of Domestic Violence
	136
	30
	166

	7.
	Youth (<18 years of age)
	12
	0
	12

	From the Cuyahoga County Continuum of Care Exhibit 1, page 14, of the 2006 SuperNOFA Application, submitted by the Cleveland and Cuyahoga County Office of Homeless Services in May 2006.


	2.  Estimated Annual Count of Homeless Persons


A point-in-time count is an accurate measure because it is an actual enumeration by those who provide shelter and other services for homeless persons in the community. A more useful measure, however, would be the number of individuals who are homeless at any time during the year, not just on one night. There is no actual count of this measure, because the system of homeless assistance providers in Cuyahoga County does not yet maintain a registry of homeless persons. Because there is no actual count of those who are homeless throughout the year, the number must be estimated. Moreover, the number of homeless persons is a constantly-changing number, because neither homelessness nor mental illness is a fixed phenomenon or condition. They are dynamic conditions that are constantly changing in response to other conditions and factors. Every day, some people experience anew the consequences of becoming homeless, while others find housing. Chronic homelessness has particularly tragic consequences, because decent and stable housing is a prerequisite for an individual’s safety, health, and autonomy. While many factors contribute to homelessness, having a severe mental disorder is a significant risk factor, and a unique source of vulnerability during episodes of homelessness.
The Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio (COHHIO, 2002), using what it called a “common, unscientific” methodology, estimated that 0.0158 (or 1.58%) of the country’s population was homeless at some time during the year of 2001. If we apply that proportion to the total Cuyahoga County population of 1,380,421 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2001), the result is an estimated 21,811 individuals in Cuyahoga County who are homeless at some time during the year. (COHHIO estimated that there were 3,391 homeless individuals in Cuyahoga County on any given night.) Of all those who are homeless, COHHIO (1999) estimates that 24% have a severe mental illness (SMI), and another 13% have a co-occurring SMI and a substance use disorder. This would yield an estimate of 8,070 individuals with a severe mental illness in Cuyahoga County who are homeless at some time during the year.

	An estimated 21,811 individuals in Cuyahoga County are homeless at some time during the year. It was estimated that 8,070 of those homeless individuals had a severe mental illness
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For more information about homelessness and MHS homeless assistance programs,

please visit the MHS website at http://www.mhs-inc.org
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